Valley World Outreach Weekend: Suffering Church, Triumphant Church
November 6-8, 2020

Imagine living in a society that sees Jesus
as an enemy. Imagine that every email,
phone call, and text is being scrutinized by
the government, watching to ensure you
don’t speak of your Lord. And if you do
get caught, it could mean the loss of your
job, your education, friends, and access to
medical care. Or imagine facing a daily

A AR ek e risk of acts of violence because you’re
—— suspected of following Jesus. This is the
“Suffering Church.”

This year, more than 260 million Christians in Communist, Islamic, and Hindu nations will continue
to tell others of their faith, despite these threats. People keep finding Jesus ... and then refuse to
keep Him to themselves! Some of the fastest growing national churches are in countries with the
harshest repression: China, Iran, and Nepal. This is the “Triumphant Church.”

This year’s World Outreach Week theme focuses on our efforts at Valley Church to care, provide,
and pray for believers in these places of persecution. Supported by your giving to World
Outreach, Valley global partners work in 14 of the most oppressive nations. These partners
recognize that the completion of the Great Commission will include great suffering, but they are
confident that eternity will prove it is worth the price.

We hope this year’s theme will inspire each person at Valley to take a step in World Outreach: Will
you pray? Will you give? Will you go? Help make His Word known throughout the world. God’s
reward is far more triumphant than any suffering that could befall us!

5 Ways to Pray for the Persecuted Church from OpenDoorsUSA.org

When we read headlines about people groups being persecuted for their faith, it may seem—at first
glance—that there’s nothing we can do. After all, in many cases, we live thousands of miles away
and we often feel over-extended in just managing our own families and responsibilities.
Nevertheless, our hearts yearn for a way to ease the hardship of Christians who are discriminated
against, harassed, unjustly arrested, beaten, imprisoned or even killed by regimes who oppose Jesus
Christ.

Fortunately, the Bible provides us with fitting examples of how Christians can make a difference for
persecuted believers. One of the most powerful ways to support Christians facing hardship, of
course, is prayer.

In Ephesians 6:18, for example, Paul instructs believers to be alert and always keep on praying for
all the Lord’s people. In the next 2 verses, Paul requests more specific prayer for himself as he faces
persecution. “Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will
fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that
I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.”

In this passage and in many other places, we find the Bible offers practical insight for how to
pray for those facing persecution including these five compiled below.


https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/5-powerful-prayers-persecuted-scripture/

1. Pray that whatever their circumstances, God will give persecuted Christians the
right words.

In Ephesians 6:19-20, Paul asks fellow believers to “Pray also for me, that whenever I open my
mouth, words may be given me so that | will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.”

2. Pray that persecuted Christians will understand and find peace in the sufficiency
of God’s grace, even in their weaknesses.

While facing physical threat, especially, Christians may be put into scenarios where they must make
instantaneous choices under great pressure. For this reason, we pray for the persecuted church to
understand the promises of 2 Corinthians 12:9 which says, “’My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”

3. Pray that Christians facing hardship will draw from a source of power larger
than themselves.

Christians facing persecution often have very little control over their lives, including their own
safety and health. They often battle against government accusers that do not provide them the right
to a fair trial or representation. Because of this, it’s critical to pray that believers in trying
circumstances are able to see, like Paul, that their hardship helps them rely on a God who is far
more powerful than them.

“For we were so utterly burdened beyond out strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we
felt that we had received the sentence of death.” Paul said in 2 Corinthians 1:7-9, “But that was to
make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.”

4. Pray God would be present with persecuted Christians in their hardship,
protecting them according to His will.

In Matthew 26:39, Jesus Himself faced an unjust trial. He prayed, “My Father, if it is possible let
this cup pass from me,” which is the first part of his prayer that inspires us to ask God to deliver
persecuted Christians from harm. At the same time, the second part of Jesus’ prayer goes hand-in-
hand with praying this request. “Yet not my will, but yours be done.” Part of our prayer can be that
God will deliver Christians from chains, as he did for Peter in Acts 12. But we also pray that if God
does not see fit to supernaturally intervene in such a way, that we will intervene to strengthen these
believers no matter the outcome.

5. Pray their witness would inspire those who seek to harm them.

In Luke 6:27-31, the apostle said, “But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” When Christians are
able to maintain perspective like this, their actions are often noticed by those who persecute them.
In the case of Paul and Silas, in Acts 16:25, their behavior—praying and singing and praise in the
face of hardship—were observed by both their jailers and other prisoners. In acting out of faith
despite their circumstances, they were able to share the gospel with their captors in an opportune
moment, and the jailer and his family came to believe, as well (Acts 16:34).


https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/

Visit Pray4thePersecuted.com and start

your 30-day prayer challenge today.

() DAY 1 NORTH KOREA + John15:20

() DAY 2 IRAQ + 2 Timothy 1:7-9

(O DAY 3 ERITREA + Matthew 5:44

() DAY 4 AFGHANISTAN + 1 Corinthians 12:12-13
(O DAY 5 SYRIA +Psalm 82:3

() DAY 6 PAKISTAN + John 16:33

() DAY 7 SOMALIA + Hebrews13:13

(O DAY 8 SUDAN + 2 Corinthians 12:9-10

() DAY 9 IRAN + Matthew 510-12

(O DAY 10 LIBYA + Philippians 1:21

() DAY T YEMEN + Romans 8:18

(O DAY 12 NIGERIA + Lamentations 3:25

() DAY 13 MALDIVES + Isaiah 40:3

(O DAY 14 SAUDI ARABIA + Psalm 46:10

(O DAY 15 UZBEKISTAN + Hebrews 10:24-25
(O DAY 16 KENYA + Psalm 33:20

(O DAY 17 INDIA + Matthew 16:24

(O DAY 18 ETHIOPIA +Romans 8:35

(O DAY 19 TURKMENISTAN + 2 Timothy 3:12

(O DAY 20 VIETNAM + 1 Peter 416

(O DAY 21 QATAR +1Thessalonians 511

() DAY 22 EGYPT + 2 Thessalonians 1:4

() DAY 23 MYANMAR + 2 Corinthians 1:6

(O DAY 24 PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES + Romans 5:3
(O DAY 25 BRUNEI + Matthew 10:32

() DAY 26 CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC + Psalm 119:50
(O DAY 27 JORDAN +1Peter 5:9

(O DAY 28 DJIBOUTI + Romans 7:4

() DAY 29 LAOS + Revelation 210

() DAY 30 MALAYSIA + Psalm 621
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